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Entered t the Pot Offic at fulfil
as second class m attar.2:00 a YEAR.

. BtrsS of that Adventures af a Scientist.
Boussing&ult spent ten years in Southstand that you might this afternoonand for eternity. I choose it." It is

a voluntary service. There is no
drudgery in it. In our worldly call-
ings sometimes our nerves get worn
out, and our head aches, and our
physical faculties breakdown; but in
tiia service of the Lord Jesus the
harder a man works the better he likes
it ; and a man in this audience who has
been for forty years serving God en-
joys the employment better than whim
be first entered it. The grandest honor
tliat can ever be bestowed upon you is
to have Christ saj to yon on the last
day: "Well done, good and faithful
servant I"

tub: maxt vaeiotjs eotowmej s or
MAX.

Learn also from this parable that dif-
ferent qualifications are given to dif-
ferent people. The teacher lifts a.
blackboard, and he draws a diagram,
in order that by that diagram he may
impress tho mind of the pupil with the
truth that he has been uttering. And
all the truths of this Bible are drawn
out in the natural world as in a great
diagram. Here is an acre of ground
that has ten talents. Under a little
culture it yields twenty bushels of
wheat to the acre. Here is another
piece of ground that has only one
talent. You may plow it, and harrow
it, and culture it, year after year, but
it yields a mere pittance. So here is a
man with ten talents in the way of

FERTILITY CP THE SOIL.

Impoverished Lands of the United States.
Cause anal Result.

I venture the statement that neither
the agricultural class nor the world at
large estimates at its vidue the discovery
of the preparation and use of artificial
manures. V hat we aro accustomed to
cxil the maun:! fertility of t hp soil is soon
exhausted. For a long jieriod uftcr the
settlement of the Aniercan colonies the
inhabitants relied chiefly upon the na-
tural fertility of tho soil. The begin
nings oi uocks and Herds were by import
ation, and the means of the settlers were
limned, and tho opportunities for obtain-
ing a supply of animals from England
were iufroquettL A3 each new state
to' the west was open for settle
ment the pioneers relied upon the
natural fertility of the toil, and
very grntrully tl ry were deluded with
ihe notion tlut Its fertility was inex-
haustible. Except in a few favored spots.
as In the valleys of the Scioto and Miami
rivers, the delusion has been e&ielkd br
experience. Thoso valleys are kept fer--
Ule by an annual deposit of finely com-
minuted vegetablo and mineral matter
brought down by the river freshets of
the spring. Thus one section Is robbed
of its fertility for the benefit of another.
Tho autumn crops that are gathered in
tbe river valleys have exhausted the
natural resources of tbe earth as much
as they would have been exhausted if the .

same crops had been gathered on the
hillsides of the country above.

Although the forces of nature are aft
work constantly hi refertilizing the earth,
the process is so slow that its present pop-
ulation would diminish rather than in-
crease. Beginning with New York and
going west there has been a common ex-
perience. The lands that have been
chopped for successive years without the
the application of manures have yielded
annually less and less returns per acre.
The experience of the south previous to
the war was the same. With the excep-
tion of the river bottoms the cotton lands
were soon exhausted. It was the cus-
tom of the planters to secure a quantity
of land so large that not more than one-thi- rd

or one-quart- would be under cul-
tivation at the same time. The larger
part was given over to a process of
natural renovation.

Yet even under this process the plan-
ters of tho older cotton states were im-
poverished, ondthere was consequently,
an auiiuol movement westward to the
valley of the Mississippi and the plains of
Texas. It is manifest that under tills
system of cultivation there must hare
been a serious diminution of the cotton
produot in loss than half a century from
the opening of tho war. In tho north and
west, as the fact of a diminishing product
of wheat and corn was realized, the far-
mers began to apply animal manures.

But the ability to command even a
moderate supply of animal manures im-
plies conditions which do not everywhere
exist First, the country must produce
grass it must yield pasturage on which
cattle can live during a part of the year.
In the most practical senso "all flesh is
grass." Next, tho seasons must be such
that tho cattle will require shelter for a
period of time, ua otherwise there can be
no accumulations of manure for tbe use
of special fields and special crops. In tho
south neither of these conditions existed.
Consequently, under tho old system, tho
people of that section could havo adopted
no. other plan of culture than that under
which they were acting. .

In the north and west the country is a
grazing country generally, the winters
are harsh and long, and consequently the
accumulations of animal tnanuresjaro
considerable, but manifestly the supply
would be inadequate for the support of a
great population. Beyond this the dis
tribution of autmal manure over large
fields, and its transportation frotu the
towns and cities to distant country dis-
tricts, is a heavy addition to the cost of a
crop. George 3. Boutwell in Boston
Globe.

Ifaklug the Vyr llrtcht.
It is no uso asking mo for the secrets

of making the eyes bright. 1 know them,
but they are dangerous, and as modera-
tion in tho use of any comestio is un-
known to women who adopt such tilings,
thoy bnd better remain secret. The only
harmless things for the purpose are the
juico of tho herb euphrasy or eyebright
dropped in the eye, or a spoonful of roast
collco chewed for the juice alone. This
brightens tho eyes for an evening, and is
useful to keep watchers wida awake
nights. But it must not be used often
or it affects tho heart. Pure blood and
thorough circulation, with unobstructed
functions, will secure glowing eyes of a
dark shade of their natural color, chang-
ing gooseberry eyea to luminous dork
gray. Walking a mile briskly against
tho wind ia good exercise to darken and
brighten the eyes, whose beauty ail do-pe- nd

on a right circulation of the blood,
wldch in turn depends on more things
than can bo mentioned here. Shu-Ic-

Dare's Letter.

A Gtanco at the Camel.
A camel's hind legs will reach any-

where over his bead, round lib chest,
and on to his bump; even when lying
down an evil disposed animal will shoot
out his legs and bring you to a sitting M

posture. His neck is of the same pli-

ancy, no will chew tho root of his tail,
pip you in the calf, or lay tho top of bis
head on Ids hump. He also bellows and
roars at you, whatever you ore doing
saddling him, feeding him, mounting
him, unsaddling him. To the uninitiated
a camel going for one with his mouth
open and gurgling horribly, is a terrify-
ing spectacle; but do not mind bim, it U
only lib way. I beurd of ono or two
men having a leg broken from a Lick at
various times, but it was the exception
and not the rule, for a camel is really a
very docile animal, and learns to behave
hinielf in maet trying positions with
equanimity, though I fear it ia only the
result of want of brains. Count Glal-che-n.

Not Exactly a Compliment.
Husband Professor Widehcad paid

you a very lino compliment after dinner
last night, my dear.

Wife Oh, did be: what did ho say?
Husband Ho said that you weren't

handsome, but you wero one cf the most
intelligent women bo ever met.

Wife Professor WhatVhis-nam- e has
received his last Invitation from inc.
Time.

OIL USED AS FUEL.

It Is
Than Coal.

An editorial in a recent issue of a
CUncinnatipaper urges the manufact-
urers of Cincinnati to consider the
question of using crude petroleum as
fuel. Investigation shows that Cin
cinnati is behind many other cities in
the uae of the liquid fuel which is
found in such abundance in Ohio and
within such easy access of that city.

Cleveland manufactures and uses
the Lima oil extensively as fuel, and
is even expenmen ting with good re-
sults in tho direction of converting it
into a gas for fuel purposes. Chicago
is using 10,000 barrels a day of tne
new fuel. Even the town of Hamil-
ton, O., has made more progress in
this direction than Cincinnati. A
gentleman just returned from Hamil-
ton says the number of oil cars ho saw
on the sidings led him to maks some
investigations. lie found a large
flour mill which is running three 100-hor- se

power boilers with Lima oil as
fuel. These boilers reauired nine
tons of coal for a twenty-fou- r hours'
run, at a a ton, making lo a day.

The same boilers are run with twen
ty-eig- ht barrels of oil, costing 60 cents
a barrel at Hamilton, a total of $14.
Two stokers and cool shovelers were
dispensed with, making a saving of $3
a day for . labor. The saving in
shovels, wheelbarrows. - crate bars.
etc., for this establishment is estimated
by tho proprietors at 2 a day, making
the total daily expense of oil (14
Egainst 3 for coal. The oil is said
to furnish one-thir- d more power than
the coal, with less wear and tear on the
boilers. At other factories in Hamil-
ton boilers are run with gas mode
from lima oil.

Nearly every town of any conse
quence in Ohio uses more or less Lima
oil as fuel. In Harrisburcr. Pa., a firm
that has a contract with the govern-
ment for furnishing steel for steel
clad ships uses gas from Lima oil for
melting steel billets. This firm states
that they ore able to melt a ton of
steel billets from gas made from three
gallons of oik ana regard it as ono of
the most important discoveries of the
ago for the manufacture of steel.
There aro fifty of these gas plants now
in operation, and one is being erected
at Johnstown, Pa. Business men who
are watchin? the progress of liauid
iuei peiieve that within a year 1BU.UOO
Darreis a day will be used for this pur-
pose.

lUe Lima Oil company is composed
of Ohio oil producers, and is entirely
outside of the Standard oil company.
nas zuu cars of its own. and every one
of the number is kept busy day and
nignt. ims company has mode con-
tracts to furnish oil in Hamilton. O..
for two years at 50 cents a barrel. The
amount, of this oil that is being pro-
duced in Ohio is much greater than
the .public...coner&Uv...sunuosea.

lhe total output of tho weUs is not
under 1,000,000 a month. When the
actual gauges 6how a less production
it is when the large wells ore shut in
and are not allowed to yield up their
full capacity. This is the case at this
time, owing to the inability of the pipe
lines to handle all tho oil that could
be produced. The Standard Oil com-
pany pays the producers 15 cents a
barrel for the oil at the wells, and the
fact that they have now 9,000,000 bar-
rels in tanks in the region is evidence
ii. a ii 1 T - fZ m .i wmuu iney oeneve in its iuture, ine
tanss m which the pil is stored are
token down and! removed from the
Pennsylvania fields where so much
tankage is no longer needed. The oil
is now beinsr used for fuel purposes in
twelve states and territories, and it is
not unlikely to ultimately take the
place of coal for manufacturing pur-
poses, except in the vicinity of coal
mines. Globe-Democra- t.

Sir HoreU Mackenzie's Family.
Dr. Sir Morell Mackenzie has a fam

ilv consisting of a wife, two sons and
three daughters. One son is on the
stage under the name of H. IL Morell,
while the other follows his father's
profession. Each of the daughters
has a special talent, which she is given
every opportunity for cultivator:

for journalism, and is the London cor-
respondent of a Philadelphia paper:
Hilda, the second daughter, aspires to
Do an artist, and has a studio, where
she paints industriously ; while Ulga,
the youngest, is a musician, and hat
done somethiner in the way of oriswol
composition. While writing his now
famous book; "Frederick: the Noble,
Ur. Mackenzie shut himself up m a
room at Hampstead road for six weeks,
working almost night and day until
it was finished. Harper's Bazar.

Ixyal to Bis Wife's Memory.
M. Jean Aubert, whose pictures of

Cupids and nymphs find so ready
sale in this country, married an Amert
ican woman, for whose death, some
four years ago. he is still inconsolable.'
Her room is left just as it was when
she died, and every day her husband
lays a bunch of fresh flowers on her
pillow. . Ono would hardly suspect M.
Aubert of so much sentiment to see
him. Ho is apparently the jolliest of
mortals, short and stout, with merry
eyes and a quizzical expression about
the mouth. Harper s l&zar.

Spells in FnfUsh Fashion.
The fact that William D. Howclls.

the novelist, spells in English fashion
has always caused comment from

etc., are to be found in the Bostonian's
works. The explanation is that he has
his works set up in Great Britain in
order to secure English copyright. But
what he Grains in copyright he loses in
wrong spelling. New York World.

ItaUway Extension in BracIL

Several South Americans just now
aro in London pushing an imposing
scheme for railway extension in Bra-
zil. It is proposed to construct a line
from Pernambuco across Brazil and
the Paraguay and the Entre Rios
region to tho Argentine town of Santa

e, there to couuect witn a iransan-din- e

railway for Valparaiso. Throe
hundred ana (ifty million niilrciH ure
wanted for tho vh. Fvr.ri!;

into the kingdom of glory. One star
differs from another star in glory, and
they who toil mightily for Christ on
earth 6hall have a far greater reward
than those who have rendered only
half a service. ,

Some of you are hastening on to-
ward the reward of the righteous. I
want to cheer you up at the thought
that there will be some kind of a re-
ward waiting for you. , There are
Christian people in this house who are
very near heaven. This week some of
you may pass out into the light of the
unsetting sun. I saw a blind man go-
ing along the road with his staff, and
he kept pounding the earth and then
stamping with his foot I said to him :

"What do you do thai for?" "Oh',"
he said, "I can tell by the sound of
the ground when J am near a
dwelling." And some rf you can tell
by the sound of your earthly
pathway that you are coming near to
your father's house. I congratulate
j ou. Oh, weather beaten voyagers,
tho storms are driving you into the
harbor. Just as when you were look-
ing for a friend, you came up to the
, Uo f his house, and you were talk-i:-:'

with tho servant when your friend
i.oisted the window and shouted:

Como in 1 Como in 1" Just so, when
you como to tho gate of the future
world, and you mo talking with death,
the black porter at the gate, methinks
Christ will hoist the window and aay
"Come id I Come inl I will make
thee ruler over ten cities." In
anticipation of that land I do
not wonder that Augustus xoplady,
the author of "Rock of Ages," declared
in his last moment: "I nave nothing
more to pray for ; God has given me
everything. Surely no man can live
on earth after the glories I have wit
nessed." Oh, my brothers and sisters,
how sweet it will be, after the long
wilderness march, to get home. That
was a bright moment for tho tired
dove in the time of the deluge when it
found its way safely into the window
of the ark.

BITS OF GOOD READING.

Stray Cuppings from the Exchanges, Per-
sonal and Otherwise.

Oil is reported to have been found
in the salt district, near Norwich, Eng-
land.

The bullion product of Leadville,
Colo., is estimated at $2,000,000 less
than last year.

Prince Bismarck intends to write the
life of Emperor Frederick, according
to the gossipers.

Paris is said to be full to overflow-
ing with ladies from all parts of the
world seeking the latest fasht 'us.

Miss Braddon, who has written fifty
novels during her fifty years of life,
obiects to having her portrait pub-
lished.

The late Mr. Gilbert Venables, of
The Saturday Review,, broke Thack-
eray's nose when they were boys to-

gether at Charterhouse school.
Count Von Moltke has loaned to

Cornell university for three months
a large number of volumes from the
archives oi tne uerman empire.

Mrs. Lynn Linton says that the
finest trait in Disraeli's character was
the unfailing and grateful constancy
with which he stuck to his elderly
Wife.

The Farmers' Review thinks there
is no longer reason to doubt that the
potato crop of the present season is the
largest ever grown in the United
States.

The widow of Admiral Dahlerren.
who is a well known figure in Wash-
ington, has iron gray hair, parted
smoothly over a high forehead, and
blue eyes which gleam with intelli
gence.

After the labors and exnenditures of
eighteen years the French war minis
ter announces that to put the frontier
in a proper state of defense against
Germany will require 1,000,000,000

kf francs more. All the forts that
havo been built are useless against tho
new explosives.

The Copyright association of Canada
proposes to urge the passage by the
Dominion parliament of a law refus-
ing copyright in Canada to United
States authors until such time as the
United States government enters into
an international copyright treaty witn
Ureal Uritam and Canada.

At one of the theatres of Paris the
other night the audience was nearly
stampeded by a deafening explosion.
It was all done by a balloon filled with
oxygen gas and billed to play tho part
of moon in some performance. It was
probably "JJlomeo and Juliet," and the
Daiioon was w conapse wnen u neara
' Swear not by the inconstant moon.

The Volcanoes of Japan.
The biggest mountain in Japan is

Fugiyama, an extinct volcano whose
summit is over 12,000 feet above the
sea. Its snowy peak looks down upon
me as I write this letter, and the story
of the volcano at Bandisan is still new.
There are now over twenty active and
hundreds of dormant volcanoes in
Japan, and the land is one of earth-
quakes. Some persons state that To-ki-o

has an earthquake every day of
the year, but if so, they are imper-
ceptible, for I have been here a month
and havo noticed but ono, which was
only a slight shiver of the earth, which
passed away in a minute. The Japan-
ese of olden times believed that the
earthquakes came from a gigantic fish,
which, living in tho sea, bumped its
nose or struck its tail against the coast
in its anger. This shook the earth and
caused it to crack and tremble. Frank
G. Carpenter's Letter.

The Point Was Seen.
A subscription paper for somo relig-

ious object ftras passed to a zealous
church member in town recently,
when ho remarked, "Well, I can give
$5 and not feel it" "Then," said the
solicitor, "give $10 and feel it" The
point was seen at once, and tho "ten
spot" was forthcoming. Gloucester
Advertiser.

Competing: with China.
South Africa, Ceylon and India are

now paying attention to tea raising,
and China's great monopoly seems to
be on the wane. .

THE COVENANT RENEWED.

LESSON VIII, FOURTH QUARTER, IN

TERNATIONAL SERIES, NOV. 25.

Tax mt the imw. Josh. zxIt, lfvtS.
Coaasatt Temaa - Coldest Text,
Josh. JudT, 4 Coanmeatary by Ber. D.
M. Stearns. ;

Condensed from Laoa Helper Quarterly, by
permission ot H. Hoffman, Philadelphia,
publisher. .

After tii two tribes and a half had bee
dismissed to their homes by Joshua with his
blessing, charging them to sorre tbe Lord
with all their heart and soul, they, on their
way home, when they had crossed the Jor-
dan, buDt a treat altar, which, when U.e
other tribes heard of; they feared idolatry on
the part of the eastern tribes, and gathered
themselves together at Bhiloh to go up to war
against them, lest by their supposed trespass
they should bring Judgment on the nation.
The two tribes and a half testify, however,
that they had no thought of idolatry, bat
lest in days to coma the children of the west-
ern tribe should ear to those on the. east:

What ha.ve yon to do with the Lord God of
Israel? Tot the Lord hath made Jordan a
border between as and ypnf therefore they
had built this altar, not for saenfloe, but as
awitnesa lest trouble eri divisions should
coma in future days, a hearing this the
western tribes were w i - pleased, and d'l
Israel rejoiced. (Chi. I 'X) How much
trouble and hard feeling and estrangement
might be prevented fJar. .inrwa by a little ex-

planation; but, like .'rael, we are apt to
form a hasty eouelution and start a war.
Love thinketh no evil; is not easily pro
voked (I Cor. xiil, 6).

At the time of our lesson today Israel had
long enjoyed rest from all her enemies,
round about; Joshua was over an hundred
years old and knew that he was soon to go
the way of all the earth; so he cans all Israel
together at Shoe hem, rehearses to them the
Lord's dealings, and urges them to fear and
serve Him in sincerity and truth, saying
onto them, "If it seem evil unto you to serve
the Lord, choose you una day whom ye will
serve; but as for me and my house, we will
serve the Lord." The people answered in
the words immediately preceding our lesson,
saying, "We will serve the Lord, for He is

urGod."
19. "To cannot serve the Lord." Joshua

would have them remember that it is no
light matter to sarve tho Lord; he iad
known them ever since they left Egypt, he
knew how often they had made premises
and broken them, and he doubtless remem-
bered the time whon they said "all that
the Lord hath said will we do and be obedi
ent" then he and Moses ascended the mount
and at tho end of forty days returned to find
them dancing and singing arounu a golden
calf, deliberately breaking the commands
they had so solemnly promised to keep, t (Ex.
XXIV, TTTli.)

20. "If ye forsake the Lord." Often had
they done it and had been spared only by
the intercession of Moses, type of Christ; and
Joshua trembles for them, knowing that
"The Lord their God is a consuming fire,
even a jealous God" (Deut. iv, 24). Sin must
be consumed, and if the sinner clings to
bis sins be will be consumed a
but if willing to be cleansed from Bin
and be holy unto the Lord, then God will con-

sume the sin and save the sinner. It is some--
tunes said that God out of Christ is a con
suming fire, but while this is true it is no-

where stated in those words; Chiistians need
to remember that "Our God is a consuming
fire" (Heb. xii, 9), and that we are often in
the furnace being purified and prepared for
future usefulness, and if He sees sin upon us
He will not spare the rod; but all such re-

fining and chastening is in perfect love and
that we may be partakers oi His holiness.
(Mat iii, 8; Heb. xii, 1).

21, "Nay, but we will serve the Lord."
This is their choice; Joshua had most deci
dedly taken bis stand (v. 15), and bad made
it plain to them that God would have no half
work, and that they could not serve Uod and
worship idols, nor could they serve God in
their own strength; and now they have vol'
untarily taken their stand with him to serve
tho Lord, and their cftaduet proves them to
have been sincere, for "Israel served the
Lord all tbe days of Joshua, and all the days
of tbe elders that overlived Joshua" (v. ol;
Judges ii, 7). The words of Joshua and the
words of the people in this their decision are
noblo words, and while it is a solemn step to
take it is a far more solemn step not to take.

23. "Witnesses against yourselves." We
cannot serve the Lord without taking a stand
against self. The world, the flesh and the
devil are the enemies of God and His people,
ind this trinity of evil is ever seeking to en--

toare the child of God. Tbe carnal mind is
mmity against God; the flesh lustoth against
the Spirit and the Spirit against the flesh, and
these are contrary the one to the other; if
eny man will come after Me let him deny
himself; love not the world; resist the
devil (Rom. viii, 7; Gat v, 17; Matt xvi, 24;

I John ii,13; Jas. iv,7) ; these are helpful words
and precepts concerning our dally life as ser
vants of the Lord.

23. "Put away the strange gods, and in
cline your heart unto the Lord God of
Israel" It is heart work that the Lord re
quires, and we need to be constantly re
minded that while men look on the outward
appearance and judge by what they see, the
Lord looketh on the heart; He searchetb all
hearts, and understandeth all the imagina
tions of the thoughts: He is a God oi knowl
edge, and by Him actions are weighed. (I
Bam. ii. 8: xvi. 7; I Chr. xxviii, 8.)

24. "The Lord our God will we serve, and
His voice will we obey." If tbe nation had
talked this way and meant it when the spies
returned from their forty days' visit through
tho land they would have saved themselves
thirty-eiffh- t years' wandering in the wilder
ness, and the hundreds of thousands who fell
there might have entered the good land. Let
Christians today make tbe language of this
verse heartily their own, and they will find
days of Heaven here on earth (Peut xi, 21),
and be such witnesses unto the Lord that
many shall through them be won to Him.

25. "So Joshua mads a covenant" Liter
ally "cut a covenant" for the verb here
translated "made," when not used in connec-

tion with a covenant is translated "cut" or
"cut of!:" both uses of the word aro found in
Jer. xxxiv, 18, "the words of the covenant
which thev had made before me when they
cut the calf in twain and passed between the
sorts thereof," and this carries us back to the
Brit use of the ' exnressioD in the Bible, in
Gtn. xv. 18: When Abram divided tbe anj--

mals in the midst and watched by the car-
casses till the sun went down, keeping the
birds away, and then saw a smoking turnaoe
and a burnuur lamp pass between tbe
pieces.

28-3- 8. "This stone shall be a witness." The
stone reminds us of Jacob's pillars at Bethel
and Mizpah (Gen. xxviii, 18; xxxv, 14; xxxi.
45). and also the twelve stones of Moses (Ex.
xxiv. 4) and f Joshua (Josh, iv, 8, 0); but
whenever we read of a stone of witness or
memorial we must surely think of Him who
is so often called a stone (Gen. xlix, 24; Pa.

cxviii, 22, 23; Isa. vid, 14; xxviii, 10, 17;

Matt xxi. 4i Acta iv. 11: Uom. ix. 83. eta!

:i:qi"m.ity of reward.
DR. TALMAGE'S SERMON ON MAN'S

USE OF HIS ENDOWMENTS.

JTtio Parable of the Talents Inferiority
of Gifts No Cxcubo fur Indolence The

' Degrees of Happiness in Heaven lu Fro
portion to Decrees of I'scfnlnoes.

I Brooklyn, Not, IS. At the Taber-mc- a

this morning tho toclaim of tbe
worshipers was very gret cs they
joined i t!;e opening Do:;ology. Pro-
fessor i'r.n.Tio rendered exquisitely
tho or.ii sonata in G minor
(Elicmlc:.:). Tr.o the Ecv.
T. Da YvV: riUr.i?fc, D. D., took for
lii3 text "Ui:tr one lis gavo five talents,
to another two, r.!i:! to another one; to
every r.ian according to his several
ability" (Matt, xxv, 15). Eosaid:
; Ihiv.y parables of Jesus Christ wore
more rn-.il- iis i;i tbe times in which he
lived Ihczi they aro now, becauso cir-
cumstances have ro much changed.
In olden times, when a man wanted
to wreak a grudge upon his. neighbor,
after tho farmer hr.d scattered the seed
wbect over the field and was expect-
ing the harvest, his avenger would go
across tho samo Held with a sack full
cf tho seed of dansell grass, scatter-
ing that seed all over the field, and of
course it would sprout up and spoil the
wholo crop ; end it was to that Christ
referred in tho prvrablo when ho spolriS
of tho tares being sown among tho
wheat. In this land our farms aro
fenced off, end the wolves have been
driven to tho mountains, and we can-
not fully understand tho meaning of
tho parablo in regard to tho shep-
herd and tho lost sheep. But
tho parablo from which 1 speak
today is founded on something wo all
understand. It is buiit on money, and
that means the samo in Jerusalem ag in
New York. It means the samo to tho
6erf as to tho czar, and to tho Chinese
coolio as to tho emperor. Whether it
is made out of bone or brass, or iron or
copper, or gold or silver, it speaks all
langtiages without a stammer. Tho
parablo of the text runs in thiswise:
The owner of a largo estate was about
to leave home, and he had some money
that ho wished properly invested, and
so ho called together his servants, and
said:

"I am going away now, and I wish
you would take this money and put it
to tho very best possible use, and when
I como back return to mo tho interest."
To one man ho gave $9,400; to others
he gavo lesser sums of money; to tho
least ho gave $1,8S0. Ho left homo
end was gone for years, and then re-

turned. On lxis arrival he was anx-
ious to know about his worldly af-

fairs, and ho called his servants to
gether to report to him. "Let me
know," said ho, "what you have been
doing with my property since I have
been gone." Tho man who had re-

ceived tho 9,400 cunio up and said:
"I invested that money, I got good
interest for it. I havo in other "ways

rTvmlrwtrl it- - OTd llCrO OTG

fllj, SOU. You see I have doubled what
you gave me." "Thafs very good," said
tho owner of tho estate ; ' 'that's grandly
done. I odniiro yoiu faithfulness and
industry. I shall reward you. WeU
done well done." Other servants
camo ut with smaller accumulations.
After a whilo I sco a man dragging
Inmself alone with his head hancin,
I know from tho way he comes in that
ho is a lazy fellow. Ho come3 up to
tho owner of tho estate and says:
"Uere aro thoso 1,880." "What!"
Bays tho owner of tho property,
"haven't you mado it accumulate any-
thing" "Nothing nothing." "Why,
what Lavo you been iibout all these
years?' "Oh, I was afraid that if I
invested it 1 might somehow loso it.
Thero are your 1 ,880." Many a man
Started out wii.li ordy a crown hi his
iirtekct and achieved a fortune, but this
fellow of mv text, with $1,880, has
gained not one farthing. Instead of con'
Jessing his indolenco he goes to work to
berato his master, for indolence is
most always impudent and imperti-
nent. Of course, ho loses his ..place
and is discharged from tho ;,;iVico.
Tho owner who went out into a far
country is Jesu Christ going from
earth to heaven. The servants spoken
of in tho text are members of the
l'hnrch. Tho talents are our different
qualifications of usefulness given in
ditl'erent proportions to different peo-pol- e.

The coming back of tho owner
is tho Lord Jesus returning at tho
judgment to make iinti settlement.
The raising of sonio of these men to be
tho rulers over five or two cities. Is tho
exultation of tho righteous at the last
day, while the casting out of tho idler
is tho expulsion of all those who havo
mibimproved their privileges.

IDEAS REQAEDINQ CHIOS-TIA- N

LIFE.
' Learn first from this subject, that
becoming a Christian is merely going
out to service. If you havo any ro-

mantic idea about becoming a Chris-
tian, I want now to scatter the romance.
If you enter into the kingdom of God,
it will be going into plain, practical,
lionost,continuous,persistcntChrisUan
work. I know there aro a great many
people who have fantastic and ro-

mantic motions about this Christian
life, but ho who serves God with all
the energies of body,, mind and soul
is a worthy servant, and he who does
not is an unworthy servant When
tho war trumpet sounds, all tho Lord's
soldiers must march, however deep
tho snow may be, or however
Jearful the odds against them. Under
our government we may have colonels,
and captains, and generals in time of
pence, but in the church of God there

until the last srreat victory
Khali havo been achieved. But I have
to tell you it i3 a voluntary service.
Peonlo are not brought into it cs
slaves were dragged from Africa. A
young man goes to an artisan, and
Kiiva: "Hir. I want to learn vour trade.
I, "by this indenture, yield myself to
vmir rare and service for the next
lour, or five, or seven yearn. I want
vou to bo mv master, and I want to bo
Your servant." Just so, if we como
i nto tho kingdom of God at all, wo must
eorao, Baying to Christ: "Be thou

master. 1 toko thy mrv'uiO for lima

America, making use of every opportu-
nity to study the grand phenomena in
which that region is so ncli, and reaped
as the fruit of his sojourn an abundant
harvest of observations in many depart-
ments of science. His work included
numerous mineral analyses; tho dis
covery of a new mineral, which be
named after one of ms teachers, Gay-Lussit- c;

analyses of the milk of the "cow
tree," of palm wax, of guanos, and of
tbe thermal waters of Venezuela; and
the discovery in the province of Antio-qui-a

of a bed of platinum, a metal wliich
bad previously been known only as it
was disseminated in sands, lie often
made bis analyses of minerals on horse
back, with tbe aid of a portable balance:
be carriod a For tin barometer slung over
his shoulder, with which he estimated
the. height of mountains. His methods
of investigation were sometimes extraor-
dinarily Ingenious.

In taking tbe temperature, for in
stance, in the crater of Parto, having
found his thermometer inadequate, he
let down some of the tin foil wrappings
of his chocolate cakes. Tbe tin was
melted. The temperature was, therefore,
higher than the melting point of that
metal, or more than. 835 dogs. C lie
then let down a pistol ball, which was
not melted. The temperature was thus
found to be lower than the melting point
of lead, or less than 832 degs. C., and
was, therefore, somewhere between the
two extremes. The guide who accom-
panied him on this adventure could not
conceal his nervousness at hearing the
subterranean roarings of the volcano,
and, looking into the crater, asked,

What if it should burst out?" "Then
we should be lost," replied Boussingault.
The guide answered, calmed by the cool
ness or lus superior, "That is what I
think, too." In 1831 ho accomplished
the ascent of Chiinborazo, which Hum-
boldt bad been obliged to give up, with
tbe loss of one of his instruments and
recovered the instrument. Popular Sci
ence Monthly.

"Baking Day" In A aatrails,
A hard and tou-'- compound, known

as dampr, is used as bread by the people
of Australia. Judging from its consist-
ency, ono might guess, without being
told, that "baking day" does not come
very often on tho sheep runs. The
author of "Wild Life" thus describes the
making of dampr:

"Mike, the shepherd, brought out an
empty flour sack, carefully folded it ia
two, laid it upon the ground, nnd spread
over it about five pounds of flour. Clear
ing a space in the middle of the heap,
sometimes in the way that builders mix
mortar, bo liUed it with water, and
worked the flour in for half an hour.
when the dough was so stiff that, ratted
out into a cake three inches thick, it
might almost have kept its shape when
trundled along the ground.

"llis helper had by this time mado a
fire large enough to roast a sheep. Mike
pulled off the half burned brands, leav-
ing a mass of glowing embers. Raking
these together be 6tirred them to drive oil
all the dust, and then with a long stick
worked them away from the center.
Into this clear space upon the bare, heated
ground, be skillfully dropped tho great,
cheese shaped coke of dough, and (eft it
some minutes 'to get the outside used to
the heat,' as he said.

"Finally the embers were scraped to
gether arid spread over the coke, and
this primitive outdoor oven was left to do
its work. Just before bed time tho cake
was withdrawn from the now powdery
ashes, and the shepherd, tapping it with
ills knuo handle, remarked, 'Sounds
holler I all right!'

"Then be set it on its edge inside the
hut to cool a well baked dompr."

The Annapolis Naval Cadets,
The pleba, or "youngsters," as they

are also called, are at pnee quartered on
board a largo, old fashioned wooden
frigate, whicl always lies alongside tho
dock, and does duty during tho school
sessions as a gunnery ship. Tho vessel
becomes the residence of the plebs during
tbe summer months; here they havo
their first experience of sailor life, and
here, among other tiling?, they first
equiro tho art of sleeping Ju a hammock.

it u truly an eairymg sight to see these
lads oh their first bight struggling with
tbeir hammocks.

Tho hammocks used in the navy, you
bear in mind, are very unlike thoso in
which people swing under the trees in
tbe country. The navy hammocks aro
made of heavy canvas, and . are slung
from the beams of the ship, They aro
usually Ining quite high from the deck,
to that it U not easy for a beginner to
climb into one with any degree of grace

even if be munages to get in at alL
Usually the novice struggles in from one
side and goes bead over heels out at the
other mattresses, pillows and bed clothes
all accompanying him. After two or
three unsuccessful attempts of this sort,
however, the greenest begins to improve,
and one or two weeks of practice is suffi-
cient to make any one an adept in the
art. SU Nicholas.

Six Hundred Millions of Cash.
If one of those giants about which wc

heard so much in our younger days was
to develop a modern Bill Sykes tendency
and select the treasury department as the
scene, of his operations, he might make a
pretty good haul, provided the watch-
men allowed him to get away.

Suppose all the money in the treasury
was piled up in one room. My giant
burglar would find at his hand $234,000,-00- 0

in gold and silver, $250,000,000 in
bonds, and an additional $100,000,000 in
new silver dollars, if he happened to time
his visit when the new silver vault in the
main courtyard la full, nnd a silver
stream of $500,000 a day is steadily flow-
ing into that subterranean treasure bouse.

Uene is nearly $600,000,000. Just
think of it! More money than can be
found in any bonk in Europe. The Bank
of England has only $101,000,000; the
Bank of France, $452,000,000; the Im-
perial Bank of Germany, $237,000,000.
Washington Cor. Boston Globe.

A Placer to Salt.
That food has an effect on the mind

end actions was believed in by Moesop,
who always ordered bis dinner to suit the
character be was about to pley. For
Zanga, in tba "Revenge," sausages; tat
Barboroesa, veal cutle's, and fcr liicharJ,
pork. Gentleman's Magazine.

The American Towirur comnanv's
tug Sampson left Norfolk the other
day with an immense raft of logs
bound to New London, Conn. The
route will be up the Cheeapeake to the
Chesapeake and Delaware canal, thence
to the Delaware bay and through the
Delaware and xWitan canal to New--

York and through the Sound to desti-
nation. The Samson will tow it to
Chesapeake City, and the remainder
of the trip will be made, by assistance
of other tugs. The raft was built at
Jamison's dock, in Berkley, opposite
ntonouc lis actual measurement is
1,000 feet long. This huge affair k
built in ej trot sections, and is comnoaed
of pine piles ninety feet in length. It
draws seven feet of water and has
twenty-fou- r feet beam. Extraordinary
precaution has keen taken to prevent
tbe raft breaking Hp, Itissouarely
built and held together by chains. It
is expected she will be four days mak-
ing Chesapeake City. Thi is the
larsest raft ever towed on tho Chesa-
peake and the first ever eonatruoSd on
the crib plan. Baltimore gun.

nooses.
We have come to the season when

mysterious deaths will alternate with
the more honest report of death by
escape of erwer gases. There ore thou
sands ox nouses in every one of our
large cities that are unfit for habitation
owmg to the impossibility of safe and
proper plumbing- - 1R4 nso oi lead in
water plumbing is also aangcroua to
an extreme. A caeo lias recently
floated through tke papers of a family
poisoned by the lead cement on the
Dinea. wnieli careless plumpers fiaa
placed yi the house vlf. Tbore is so
much of mechanism about our modern
house, well furnished with conveni-
ences, that either the occupsnt must
make a sciicus stndy of all phases of
sanitation or run tne risit of losing nis
life. TL.er-- is some reason for fofiow-ingh- e

advice of a Baltimore editor, to
ignore the plumber end stick to the
old fashioned washbasin and kerosene
lamp. Globo-Qemocr- at

Sickness of Young Children.
A large proportion of sickness

children is attributable to thoamong
. ' J , " . . 1 1 . . .

insanity ior it is iiciie snort oi tact
of giving children solid food before
they have teeth to masticate it. Na-
ture certainly speaks plainly enough
when she sends almost all tho others,
before the molars or grinding teeth.
More than one, serious illness has been
caused by nothing rreatpr than a bit
of cracker or bread crust, bitten off by
the first Bharp little front teeth ana
swallowed unmasticated, to lodge in the
delicate intestine and produce a some-
times fatal irritation. A child should
be weaned from breast or bottle, not
later than twelve montas, but its food
should still be milk chiefly, and broth
and gruels, in which a little soft bread
may be well soaked, until after the
eye and stomach teein are through ; if
this rule was carried out, believe me
there would be less fear arid trembling
among mothers over tne teething
period and second summers. Woman.

The Georgian Guards Oostnme.
The costume worn bv the sruard of

honor gf Georgian princes at the czar's
recent visit to the Caucasus made all
the Russian officers look cheap. The
tunic, fitting close in the body, but
wide in tne skirts and. sleeves, was of
ruby velvet, with a hem of gold em-
broidery, and a border of fur; under
this, was a red silk waistcoat, visible
when the tunio opened upward toward
the throat. Beneath the waistcoat was
a silk shirt, trenerallv of pale. blue.
showing at the neck and wrists. The
trousers were very full, and of some
dark colored materia gathered at the
knee into boots of white kid. wrinkled
at the ankle, the toes pointed and
shVhtlv turned up. the whole fastened
with a row of gold buttons and tassels
down the eutiide. , Also a belt and
collar ofgold of beautiful native work-
manship, and splendid specimens, of
the swords and pistols for" which the
Caucasus is famous. new x org Bun,

The latest Fast In Mnsla.

What next The American girl bag
for years cultivated her musical tal-
ents. She has studied the piano until
she knew less about it vhfu her pro
feasor, and got more noise from tt wan
would ruin the nerves of thenehrh- -

bprs for blocks around. 6hha learned
to play the 'violin, and has fiddled her-
self into the programmes of musical
soirees without number. She has
played on the banjo, on the mandnlin,
the zither, the jewsharp, the comet,
the 'cello and the kazoo, But hex fat
satiable craving for he universal art
is not yet satisfied. There remained
one more accomplishment to be ac-auir-ed.

and now she has mastered
that The first exhibition of this
branch of musical attainment
given in New Ybrk, when two ladies,
of position arose at a musicale and,
whistling a popular air, heat a duet on
tne snare arumt vxncagq ixcwb.

s Cheap Quinine a Blessingt
It has come aboit that nearly every

familnow has its quinine bottle, that
it is sold at many general stores, and
that the doctor rarefv'meets an invalid
who has not been thoroughly dosed
with Quinine, lhe tlruff wnen taken
continuously or excessively is an in-
jurious one, ami its therapeutic value
is greaUy exaggerated in the popular
mind. The value of quinine in
"colds." bronchitis, ephemeral fevers.
anorexia, general malaise and various
other miner ills, the editor thinks is
most problematical. Scientific Ameri
can.

. .

Work of (Jterary ComposJtJom

One of our greatest modern scientific!
writers. Boeakins of the subject of
literary composition, pays: "I found
myself so hard to satisfy, so far as
forms o expression were concerned,
that to write an article of nine pages
took about two months, writing some- -

tunes only three or lour lines a oay.
Later. I had so much diUiculty in
writinsr to mv own satisfaction that
would retain in my mind the reasoning
of a whee chapter ratner than begin
tne worn oi commuting u to paper.

The Writer.

go into your place or prayer, ana tneei

soul, and the ' souls of others, a
blessing so vast that it would take
eternal acres to compute it? "Oh,"
you say. ' I haven't fleetness of speech.
I cant talkwelL I cant utter what I
want to say." My brother, can you
not quote one passage of Scripture?
Then, take that one passage of Script-
ure; carry it with you everywhere;
quote it under all proper circum-
stances. With that one passage of
Scripture you may harvest a thou-
sand souls for God. I am glad that
tho chief work of the church in this
day is being done by the men
of one talent, unce in a while,
when a great . fortress is to
be taken, God will bring out a great
neld piece and rake all with tne
fiery nail of destruction. But com-
mon muskets do most of the hard
fighting. It took only one Joshua,
and the thousands of common troops
under him. to drive down the walls of
cities, and, under wrathful strokes, to
make nations fly like sparks from tho
anviL It onlv took one Luther for
Germany, one Zwinglius for Switzer--
land, one John Knox for Scotland.
one Calvin for France and one John
Wesley for England.

.

Dorcas as cer--
a i i a ttainiy nas a mission wj serve as raui
has a mission to preach. Tne two
mites dropped by the widow into the
poor box will be as much applauded
as the endowment oi a college.
which gets a man's name into;
the newspapers. The man who
kindled the fire under the burnt offer- -

ing in the ancient temple had a duty
as imperative as that of the high priest,
in magnificent robes, walking into tne
Holy of nones under the cloud oi
Jehovah's presence. Yes. the men
'with one talent are to save the world.
or it will never be saved at alL The
men with five or ten talents are
tempted to toil chiefly for themselves,
to buld up their own great name, and
work for their own aggrandizement.
and do nothing for the alleviation of
the world's woes. The cedar of
Lebanon standing on the mountain
seems to hand down the storms out of
the heavens to the earth, but it bears
no fruit, while some dwarf pear tree
has more fruit on its branches than it
can carry. Better to have one talent
and put it to full use than five hundred
wickedly neglected.
THE INEVITABLE DAY OF RECKONING.

My subject teaches me that there is
going to come a day of solemn settle-
ment. When the old farmer of the
text got home he immediately called
all the servants about him and said:
"Hero is the little account I have been
keeping. I want to see your account
and we will first compare them; and
1 11 pay you what 1 owe you and
you U pay me what you owe me. Let
us have a settlement," The day will
come when the Lord Jesus Christ will
appearand will say to you: "What
havA vou been cioinfr witn mv rirmv" 0 j r r
erty? What have you been domg
with my faculties? What have you
been doing with what I gave you for
accumulative purposes? There will
be no escape from that settle-
ment. Sometimes you cannot get a
settlement with a man, especially if ho
owes you. Ho postpones and procras-
tinates and says: "I'll see you next
week," or "1 11 see you next month."
The fact is, he does not want to settle.
cut. wnen too great oay comes oi
which I am speaking there will be no
escape. We will have to face all the
bills. I have sometimes been amazed
to see how an accountant will run up
or down a long lino of figures. If I
see ten or fifteen figures in a line, and
I attemnt to add them up. and I odd
them two or three times, I make them
different each time. But I have ad-
mired the way an accountant will
take a long line of figures, and with-
out a single mistake, and with
great celerity, announce the aggre-
gate, Now, in the last great settle-
ment, thero will be a correct account
presented. God has kept a long line
of sins, a long line of broken Sabbaths,
along lino of profane words, a long
line of discarded sacraments, a long
line of misimproved privileges. They
vill all be added up, and before angels,

and devils, and men, the aggregate
will be announced, 0h, that will be
the great day of settlement. J have. tQ
ask the question : "Am I ready for it?"
It is one of more importance to me
to answer that question in regard to
myself than in regard to yon; and it
is of more importance for you to an-gw- er

it in regard to yourself than in
regard to me. Every man for him-
self in that (lay, Every woman
for herself in that day. "If "thou
be wise, thou shalt be wise for thyself ;

if thou Bcomest, thou alone shalt bear
it" We are apt to Epeak of that last
day as an occasion of vociferation a
great demonstration of power and
pomp ; but there will be on that day, I
think, a few moments of entire silence.
1 think a tremendous, an overwhelm'
ing silence. 1 think it will be such a
silence as the' jearth' never heard. It
will be at the moment when all nations
ore listening lor jneir doom.
THE PHILOSOPHY Off EQUALITY OF EE?

WARD,

I learn also from this parable of the
text that our degrees of happiness in
heaven will be graduated according to
our degrees of usefulness on earth.
Several of the commentators agree in
making this parable the same one as
in Luke, where pne man was made
ruler over five cities and another made
ruler over two cities. Would it be
fair and right that the professed Chris-
tian man who has lived very near the
line between tie world and the church

the man who has often compromised
his Christian fharacter-t-t- he man whp
has never, spoken out for Godrr-th- q

man who has never been known as a
Christian only on communion days
the man whose great struggle has
been to see how much of the "world
ho could get and yet win heaven

is it right to suppose that
chat man will have as grand and
glorious a seat in heaven as the man
who gave all his energies of body,
mind and soul to the service of God?
The dvine thief entered heaven, but
not with the same rartling acclaim as
that which greeted Paul, who had
gone under scow, nings, ana across
dungeons, and through maltreatments

getting good and doing good. He
soon, under Christian culture, yields
great harvests of faith and good
work. Here is another man who
seems to have only one talent, and
you may put upon him the greatest
spiritual Culture, but he yields but
little of the fruits of righteousness.
You are ip understand that there are
different qualifications for different
individuals. There is a great deal of
ruinous comparison when a man says:
"Oh, if I only had that man's faith or
that man's money or that man's elo-
quence how I would serve God." Bet-
ter take the faculty that God has
given you and employ it in the right
way. Tho rabbis used to say that De-fo- re

the stone and timber were brought
to Jerusalem for the temple every
stone and piece of timber was marked;
so that before thev started for Jerusa
lem the architects knew in what place
that particular piece of timber
or stone should fit. And so I have to
tell you we are ell marked for some
one place in the (jreat temple of the
Lord, and do not let us complain, say
ing: "1 would lite to be tho founda
tion stono or the cap stone." Let us
go into the very place where God in-
tends us to be, and bo satisfied with
tho position. Your talent may bo in
personal appearance, vour talent mav
bo in large worldly estate, your talent
may be in high social position, your
talent maybe inaswilt pen or elo-
quent ton jnie, but whatever be the
talent, it has been given only for ono
purpose practical use. You some-
times find a man in the community
of whom you say: "He has no
talent at all ;" and yet that man may
have a hundred talents. His one hun-
dred talents may be shown in the item
of endurance. Poverty comes, and he
endures it; persecution comes, and he
endures it: sickness comes, and he en-
dures it. Before men and angels he is
a specimen of Christian uatience. and
he is really illustrating: the power of
Christ's gospel, and is doing as much
lor no church, ana more for the
church, than many more positively
active. If you have one talent, use
that; li you nave ten talents, use
them, satisfied with the fact that we
all havo different qualifications, and
that tne Lord decides whether we snail
have ono or whether wo shall have ten

I learn, also, from this parable that
the grace of God was intended to bo
accumulative. When God plants an
acorn, he means an oak, and when he
plants a small amount of grace in tho
heart, he intends it to be
and enlarge until it overshadows the
whole nature. There are Barents who.
at the birth of each child, lay aside a
certain amount of money, investing
it, expecting by accumulation and by
compound interest that, by the
time tne cniiq snaij come to mia
life, this small amount of money will
bo a fortune, sbowinsr bow a small
amount of money will roll up into a
vast accumulation. Well, God sets
aside, a certain amount of grace for
each one of his spiritual children at
his birth, and it is to go on and,
03 by .compound interest, accumu-
late, until it shall become an eter
nal fortune, (Jan Jt be possible
that you have been acquaintM with
the Lord Jesus for ten, twenty,
thirty years, and that you do not love
him more now than you ever did be-

fore? Can it be that you have been
cultured in the Lord's vineyard and
that Christ finds on you nothing but
sour grapes? You may depend upon
it, if you do not use the talent that
God gavo you, it will dwindle. Tho
rill that breaks from tho hillside will
either widen into a river or dry up.
The brishtest day started in the dim
twilight. The strongest Christian
man was once ft weak Christian,
Tako tho one talent, and make it two
take five and make them ten; tako ten
and make them twenty. The grace of
God was intended to be very accumu
lative.
man's lacs of adaptability to cr- -

CUMSTANCES.
Again: I learn from the text that

inferiority of gifts is no excuse
for indolence. This man, with tho
smallest amount of money, came
ETOwlinsr into the presence of the
owner of the estate, as much as to say
"If you had given me $9,400 I would
have brought $18,600 as well as this
other man. You crave me only $1,880,
and I hardly thought it worth while
to use it at all. bo I hid it in a nar
kin. and it nroduced no result. It
because you didn't f,iv9 mo enough,
But inferiority of faculties is no excuse
for indolence. Let mo say to the man
who has the least qualifications, by the
graco of God he may be mado almost
omnipotent. The merchant, whoso
cargoes come out from every island
of the sea, and who, by one
stroke of tho pen, can chango tho
whole face of American commerce,
has not so much power as you may
havo before God, in earnest, faithful
and continuous prayer. You say you
have no faculty. lo you not unuv
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